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Yves Marcotte
bass, arrangements

Shems Bendali
trumpet, fluegelhorn

Zacharie Canut
tenor & alto sax

Nathan Vandenbulcke
drums

ALWAYS KNOW MONK 

Since their first interpretations 
between the 40’s and 60’s, Thelonous 
Monk’s composition have never 
stopped fascinating and inspiring jazz 
musicians of all genres and all generations.
Born from this fascination, 
Always Know Monk is a kaleidoscopic 
variation of the composer’s repertoire, 
as seen through the lense of its 
numerous interpretations, from Bud Powell 
to Alexander Von Schlippenbach, 
and Steve Lacy to Paul Motian. 

The music pieces are treated like puzzle 
pieces, completing each other and 
connecting via the « monkisms » 
that are omnipresent in them. 
Always Know Monk is both a respectful 
tribute and a mischievous appropriation 
of Monk’s legacy.

For this first project as a leader, 
Yves Marcotte has chosen young 
musicians and close friends that can 
render Monk’s music’s inherent vitality 
and playfulness, while proposing 
a creative and personal approach.

First Album : AlwAys Know monK

Recorded in one day in december 2016,
the group’s debut album is a first milestone
in the life of a band, the birth of a sound, 
a common sense of groove and music. 

The group’s effort crystallizes on arrangements 
that are both demanding and open to what’s 
happening in the moment. Most of the tune played 
here, such as Shuffle Boil, Introspection
and Gallop’s Gallop are some of the less played 
of Monk’s tunes, and those who are well known 
(like Criss Cross and Pannonica) appear here
in slightly different forms.

The album was recorded and mixed by Benoît 
Corboz at Studio du Flon (Lausanne) and mastered 
by Emil Spanyi (LDF Studios Paris). 

The artwork is by Renan Richard-Kobel.
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YVES 
MARCOT TE
He started studying bass at 20 
(after playing drums and percussions 
for years), first with Yves Torchinsky 
in Lille, then with Jean Bardy 
and Marc Buronfosse in CRR 
de Paris. There he also studied 
with Pierre Bertrand (arrangement) 
and Emil Spayi (harmony). 

The latest motivated him to go 
and study in HEMu Lausanne 
(Switzerland), where he is now 
a student in Jazz Composition (MA), 
with Bänz Oester for bass teacher.

His bass heroes are Oscar Pettiford, 
Paul Chambers, Ray Brown and Larry 
Grenadier, and his Holy Trinity
 (as far as jazz is concerned) is made 
up of Ellington, Monk and Mingus. 
He is also influenced on a larger level 
by composers such as Ligeti, Zappa, 
Stravinsky, Henry Threadgill 
and Marc Ducret.

Always Know Monk is his first 
project as a leader. He is also the 
leader of Chaoctet (microtonal
jazz-rock large ensemble) 
and Arbrut (experimental power trio).

He also takes part in Kolmoset trio. 
You can here him as a sideman 
in Tenzin, AA Trio, Zufferey Heart 
Rhythm Changes 4tet and occasional 
gigs around Lausanne and Geneva.

NATHAN 
VANDEN-
BULCKE
Drummer and percussionist 
born in 1996, he started playing 
music at the age of 8, studying clas-
sical percussions (and later jazz) in 
Nantes Conservatory (France).

He then came to Switzerland
to study at Lausanne HEMu.
His influences span from
traditionnal and modern jazz 
to world music, rock, hip-hop,
and electronica. His most notable
influences as a drummer 
are Jack Dejohnette, Elvin Jones, 
Tony Willams, Paul Motian 
and Magnus Östrom.

He played vibes in prog-jazz band 
Monolithes, and is now a member 
of Kolmoset, The Big Tusk and Phasm. 

After only two years, his reputation 
on Lausanne’s jazz scene is already 
established, and he’s a much sought 
after drummer in various contexts.

«Hearing 
Monk’s 
themes 
in this projet 
is like seeing 
an old friend 
that has been 
disguised !»
Bänz Oester



Z ACHARIE 
CANU T
Zacharie Canut is a young 
saxophonist and composer born 
in 1990. He discovered jazz in high 
school, and started studying
it in Toulon with Nicolas Folmer 
for four years. 

He then went to Paris,
to receive Nicolas Dary and 
Jean-Charles Richard’s teaching, 
and to meet numerous young jazz 
musicians, and play regularly in Paris 
clubs. In september 2015, he settles 
in Lausanne to study at HEMu, 
with Robert Bonisolo for sax teacher.

Well anchored in jazz tradition, 
and yet clearly leaning towards 
freedom and experimentation, 
Zacharie continues to  take part 
in different projects (such as the trio 
Kolmoset) and plays regularly while 
pursuing his studies.

SHEMS 
BENDALI
Jazz trumpet player since the age 
of 16, Shems Bendali is a young 
musician with a singing yet creative 
playstyle, switching between the 
roles of a sideman, composer, 
arranger, and bandleader. 

Inspired by musicians such 
as Christian Scott, Roy Hargrove, 
Kenny Wheeler and Ambrose 
Akinmusire, he can be seen (and 
heard) on the swiss new jazz scene. 

Currently studying in Jazz 
Performance (MA) in HEMu Lausanne, 
Shems has been heard with his own 
projects (Shems Bendali 7tet, 
The Cliff, The Big Tusk) as well 
as other notable musicians’ 
(Geoffrey Secco, Pierre Drevet, 
The Blakats, Danitsa, Korondy,…).
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« …a very 
accurate 
statement, 
in a pianoless 
quartet featuring 
saxophone 
and trumpet, 
reminding 
Ornette 
Coleman’s. »
Sylvain Siclier, Le Monde 
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“A quartet playing Monk…Again?  
Yes, but without piano…Really?  
Yves Marcotte and his young 
comrades go at it with rare  
inventivity.  

Thelonious’ themes  
are combining like  
electrons on the loose,  
with briming vitality and 
unwavering musicality.  
Each musician takes part in  
the collective effort with enough  
brio to make of a potential mess  
a something furiously homogenous. 

It’s remarkable  
from beginning to end,  
round as a sphere,  
and fascinating as  
kaleidoscopes can be.  
The whirling dervish from Rocky 
Mount would have loved this take  
on his work, surprisingly free  
and respectful at the same time. 

 

[...] for this first album  
as a leader,  
Yves Marcotte raises  
the bar quite high.  
Highly recommended”
— Yves Dorison, Culture Jazz

“[Yves Marcotte] makes  
of this heritage  
an organic matter  
where the themes  
cast a light on each 
other evoking the kind 
of joy [Monk’s] universe 
shares with  
Don Cherry’s ‘Complete 
Communion’.”
— Franck Bergerot, Jazz Magazine

“a very touching  
album revisiting  
Monk’s Compositions”  
— Alex Dutilh, Open Jazz, France Musique

“Everything  
is taylor-made  
for the ensemble, 
Each musician brings both swing  
and invention, and is in the spirit  
of the music […] It’s a great  
success, a kind of unexpected  
synthesis between two worlds : 
Monk’s, so personal, and jazz from 
the sixties onward, around post  
bop and free jazz.  
The musicians’ ear do wonders. 
For those who love,a little puzzle  
of what happened in this rich  
period, around one of jazz’s  
greatest composers.  

Bravo to the group  
and the arranger!”
— Yves Sportis, Jazz Hot

PRESSE
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GIGS :

04/08/2018
Jazz en Rade (Le Pont, CH)

23/05/2018
Montreux Jazz Café EPFL (Lausanne, CH) 

10/04/2018 
JazzRaum Mehrspuhr (Zurich, CH) feat. François Lana

24/03/2018
Chorus (Lausanne, CH)

28/12/2017
Jazz à Noël (Le Touquet, FR)

19/11/2017
Cave Marignac (Grand Lancy, CH) 

11/11/2017
Espace JazzZ (Radio RTS)

16/07/2017
Saint-Omer Jaaz Festival (Saint-Omer, FR)

13/12/2016
Mehrspuhr (Zurich, CH)

12/12/2016
Sonarraum U64 (Bern, CH)

06/12/2016
Jazzcampus (Basel, CH)

05/12/2016
Jazzkantine (Luzern, CH)

11/11/2016
AMR (Genève, CH)

08/06/2016
BCV Concert Hall (Lausanne, CH)

CONTACT :

Y VES MARCOT TE

+33 6 81 03 65 55

+41 77 502 68 30

AKM@YVESMARCOT TE.COM

Y VESMARCOT TE.COM


